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1. 25X1

In June 1951, the Ministry of Stste Security of the USSR was headed by
Colonel General Viktor Semenovich Abskumov, as Minister, with the following
deputies: Lieutenant Genersl Sergey Ivanovich Ogoltsov; Colonel General
ﬁgrgey Arseniyevicy Goglidze; Major General [Yevgeniy Petrovicy Pitovranov;
Lieutenant General Selivanovekly (fnu}, in charge of counterintelligence;
Lieutenant General Sergey Romasnovich Savchenko; Lieutensnt General [K.fana.siy
Sergeyevich/ Blinov, in charge of services and supply; Lieutenant General
Stakhanov {fnu), for the Militsiys; and Colonel General /:Krka.diy Nikola.yevicg

Apolonov, for MGB Troops.
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2. Avakumov had become Minieter in 1946, thanks, as far as source knows, to the
perscnal action of Stalin. As the Chief of *he Counterintelligence Directorate
!Smershz during the war, he had acquired great prestige and suthority, which
he kept to the very end. He became all-powerful and pald no attention to
the opinions of many officlals of the (entral Committee of the Communist
Party. He assumed a superior attitude with regerd to all the other ministers,
which led them to complain sbout and criticize Abakumov. All this contributed
to a desire on the part of certain Central Committee leaders to get rid of
Abekumov. Beriys, too, played an important role in influencing the decision
to replace Abakumocv.

25X1

3. Prior t 1551,

Abaku.lzrov had become a ITtequent visitor to the Central 25X1

Committee of the Party.

On one occasion he was called there four times

during the course of a single day.

This activity was interpreted by the

rank and file of the MGB as an indication eilther of a change in the

| operational policy of the MGB, or of difficulties of Abakumov himself. 251
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7. Stalin then sppoirted a commission coneisting of Malenkov, Bulganin, Beriya,
and Ignatyev to check on the work of the Investigating Unlt for Especilally
Important Affeirs in particular, and of the MGB in general. After the
conclusion of the investigation, there was published a decislon of the
Central Committee of the Party concerning the disorganized work of the
agencies of the MGB and the loss of vigilance on the part of the top echelon
of the MGB.

8. In June or July 1951, an order signed by Stalin was made known to members
of the MGB, ennouncing the appointment of Lieutenant General Ogoltsov as
Acting Minister, MGB. No mention was made of Abakumov in the order, and

1t was essumed that Abslumov either had been removed from his post for cause
or had recelwed a speclal assigmment.

9. At about the same time (sumer 1951), & wave of arrests swept through the
upper echelons of the Ministry of State Security and also through the
Investigating Jnlt for Especilslly Important Affairs. Abakumov, Selivanovskiy,
and the Chief of the Investigating Unit for Especially Important Affairs,
. Major General Leonov (fnu), his Deputy, Colonel Kamerov {(fnu), and Pitovranov were
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put in prison. Deputy Minister for Services and Supply, Lieutenant
General Blinov, waes discharged. Deputy Minlster for MGB Troops,
Apolonov, was also discharged.

At the end of August or the beginning of September, the Management Section
of the Central Committee appointed Ignatyev, who was a member of the
Commission investigatirg the MGEB, as Minister of the MGB. In addition
to Ogoltsov, who remsined as First Deputy Minister, the other deputy
ministers were Colonel General Goglidze, Lleutenant Generel Savchenko,
Lieutenant Genersl Ryssnoy, Lieutenant General Obruchnikov (fmu),
Lieutenant General Stakbanov{fnu} for the Militgiya, and A General
‘ ennikov, Deputy for MGB Trocps. Ryumin)
became a deputy minister, a member of

the MGB kollegiya, and also Chief of the Investigating Unit for
Especielly Importent Affairs. The Deputy Chief of Adminlatratlon
(Zamestitel Upravlyayushchego Delami, of the Council of Ministers of the
USSR, whose name wae unknown to source, was appolnted Deputy Minister
for Adminietration of the MiB.

At the same time, a conslderable number of Party functionaries fram
various Farty organs, particularly from the Central Committee and
the Moscow city and rayon Perty organizations, were assigned to duty with
the MGB, Bome of these were appointed to leading positions and others

a8 ordimry employees, It usually worked out that the chief of a section
was an experienced MiB man snd his deputy w Party worker. This was the
case in the operatiormal directorates and particularly in the Investigating
Unit for Especislly Important Affuirs, as well as in the Fifth Directorate
anéd the Persomnel Directorate. [This arrsngement continued tkpough
Ignatyevis tenure as Minister snd until the appointment of Beriys as
Minister of the merged MVD/MGB.

Some of the persons arrosted with Abskumov were later releused and no
longer considered to be under susplcion. Thus, Pitovranov was released
in Novenber or December 1952, Thie action was ithe result of Malenkov's
intercession with-8talin,who agreed that s miatake hud been made with
respect to Pitovrenov and thut he was not an enemy of the paople,
Selivanovakiy was alsoc relessed and appointed chief of the military
counterintelligence directorate ln one of the military distriots (okrgi).

The actusl arrestas of the Xremiin doctors were not made until fell 1958,
over a year after ithe case againet them had haen initiated aad several
weaks prior to the offieial announcement. |

The doctors were incarceruted in either the MGR Internal Prison or
the Butyrsidy Prison, since all persons whose cases were handled by
the Investigating Unit for Especially Important Affairs were put in
one of these two prisors. Source balieves thut the doctors remained
there through their period of imprisomment.

The reversal of the official opinion with regard to the doctors' guilt
actually tock place shortly after their imprisonment, and before Stalin's
death. It was.then that, while no official action on the doctors was

yet taken, Ryumin was relleved of his MGB posts and transferred

to & Job as chief of a section in the Ministry of State Control. While
Ryumin was used as & tocl in the furtherance of the Soviet policy of
anti-Semitism, it would be correct to consider him as a moving spirit
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in the actual preparation and the carrying through of the doctors' case.

25X1

When Beriya became minister, Pravda published a denuncijtory article
reviewing the Kremlin doctors' plot and stating that the coneclusion had
been reached that the former hesds of the MGB had not acted correctly .
in arresting the doctors. | \ 25X1
25X1 -
. 2

The doctars were freed. Beriya and his Deputy Minister, /Bogdan Zakharovich/
Kobulov, called on each doctor separately, ssying that an evil joke had been
played on them, that Beriya had uncovered and smashed the plot, that the
doctors were honest men, and that they had been freed on the order of Beriya.
Kobulov particularly emphasized to the doctors that they must always be I
grateful to Beriya because he had uncovered the injustice toward the o
doctors and had freed them. It 1s true that not all the doctors were
freed,because one or two had died while in prison.

After the arrest of Beriya aund his proteges, Ogoltsov was released from

prison in September 1953 and Ignatyev was restored to membership in the

Central Committee and appolated as Secretary of the Bashkir Party Committee.

Ryumin was releesed from priscn et the end of Auguet or ina early September,

As early as July, it hed been recommeunded that this be done,Source heard that he ad his
wife vere hoth seen in Tushino in September 1953.

Source believes that Ryumin's subseguent arrest and exscution do not
necessarily mean that he was tried *wice for the same crime. He may

have been arrested and held in prison in the first instance without

the formality of any trial &t ell. 'This happened time and time again,
and was not considered unusual. Or he msy have been tried two or any
nuxber of times for the same crime. 7his sgain 18 not necessarily
unusual., However, source feela that the first variant is the more likely.

25X1

the reaecn for Fyuminta execution is that the Xremlin

is hoping to attract not only the Jewleh doctora {TO percent of the doctors

in the Soviet Union are Jewish,according to source) but the Jewish

population in general to the side of the Government. The Soviets wish to

show to the Jewisk people that the Government does not weant dissension

between the Jews and the CGreat Russians and that the Goverrment will

not march against the Jews. Inot only that the Ryumin 25X1
execution will not close the zatter, but that, ip all probablility, "a new

wave of purges will roll over the MVD".

When Ryumin was sentenced the firet time, there was talk that Abakumov would

bs freed, since he had been imprisoned on Ryumin's evidence., Now that

Ryumin has been executed, them is s possibility that Abakumov will be

released. Abakumov, however, is charged with other crimes, althouzh they

are of less import. | | 25X1

25X1
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If the less important crimes sre cast aside, there is a good chance
that Abakumov will be relessed. However, the Sovliets have only two
alternatives. They mey either free Apslkumov and give him a poat

of very high responsibiliby in order completely to exonerate him, or
they may let him sit in prison until he dies. There is no other
posaibility.
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Comment : 25X1

1. Ryumin's initials have been glven in the press as M.D.
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